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Private Shrine Backdoor Entrance Experience — Ujiko Guide, Goshuin Stamp, Samue Robe
& Prayers on Sacred Grounds with English Guide (Mie, Japan)

Overview
Most travelers only see Japan’s shrines from the outside.

This experience invites you inside — into the quiet world where centuries-old traditions still
breathe.

In a small town in Mie Prefecture, you’ll be welcomed not as a tourist, but as an honored
guest by the Ujiko — the local community who have cared for this shrine for generations.
Dressed in traditional Samue robes, you'll take part in the daily rituals usually reserved for
insiders: cleansing the sacred grounds, offering prayers, and joining a rare Tokubetsu
Sanpai (special visit to the inner sanctuary).

You'll also craft your own Goshuin, a hand-brushed shrine seal symbolizing your spiritual
connection to the place — something you cannot simply buy. The day concludes with a
Naorai, a shared meal with the priest and community members, where stories, smiles, and
traditions are exchanged freely across cultures.

This is an authentic connection with Japan’s living heritage, guided by the people who
preserve it. For those seeking meaning beyond sightseeing, this experience is worth every
mile.

Why It's Special

» Exclusive Access: Participate in rituals not open to the public.

* Cultural Depth: Learn directly from the Ujiko, the local guardians of the shrine.

» Meaningful Keepsake: Create a personalized Goshuin with guidance from shrine staff.

* Intimate Connection: Enjoy a private Naorai meal with the priest and locals — a moment
rarely shared with outsiders.

* Scenic Setting: Located near the ancient capital of Ise, this area is steeped in the spirit of
Japan’s Shinto heartland.

Itinerary Snapshot

10:00 AM — Welcome & Orientation



Meet the shrine staff and learn the significance of your visit. Change into your Samue
(traditional robe).

10:20 AM — Purification & Ceremony

Learn Temizu, a symbolic cleansing ritual, then join the priest for Shubatsu, a private
purification ceremony.

10:40 AM — Join the Community

Help the Ujiko maintain the sacred grounds — a moment of mindfulness that connects you
with centuries of tradition.

11:10 AM — Inner Sanctuary Visit (Tokubetsu Sanpai)

Step beyond the gates into the heart of the shrine — a space few ever enter.

11:30 AM — Create Your Shrine Seal (Goshuin)

Brush your own Goshuin and receive an exclusive commemorative version to take home.

12:00 PM — Shared Meal (Naorai)

Share a traditional meal with the priest and locals. Listen to stories about life, faith, and
community in rural Japan.

1:00 PM — Farewell

Change back and depart with your Goshuin and a memory that will stay long after your trip
ends.

Perfect For Travelers Who:
» Seek authentic cultural immersion beyond sightseeing.
* Appreciate quiet, meaningful experiences over crowds.

* Want to connect with locals and Japan’s living traditions.



* Value spiritual or reflective travel and cultural storytelling.
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