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A World Unseen

The Geisha World You

Its a world of secrecy, where geisha showcase
their ares such as singing, dancing; and playing
shamisen, and occupy the banquet rooms,

creating an extraordinary realm for enjoying

cuisine and drinks.

What is a Kagai?

The place where geisha engage in their activities is referred o as a "Kagai." The reading of the kanji

varies by region, but it is often read as "Hanamachi” or "Kagai.” The term 1s said to originate from the

Chinese phrase "TEEE" (Kagai ryuko) which symbolizes a town with charming women resembling

the beauty of red flowers and green willows. The Kagai serves as a commercial hub where various

industries gather around the presence of geisha. It becomes a bustling area where artisans gather to meet

the needs of people tlowing into the city, giving rise to entertainment, and shaping local customs,

aesthetics, and performing arts specific to each region.

A restaurant that serves Japanese food, especially kaiseki cuisine, and
is permitted to invite geisha to the Ozashiki, Ozashiki refers o a
banquer to which geisha are invited.

These geisha houses hold the responsibility of educating the geisha
community. The Okami {landlady). while living and dining with the
geisha and apprentice geisha, provides comprehensive education in
various aspects of life. The name is derived from the fact that it is the
house where geisha display their signboard.

An office that handles business communication between Ryotei and
Okiya and dispatches geisha. Ir centrally manages the sales of geisha
and is responsible for public relations and serving as the contact

pni'm tor the entertainment discrice. Ie also functions as the office of

an association formed by ryortei, okiva, and geisha.
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Kagai Culture Across Japan

It is said thar there were once aver 500 K: gal in

Japan. Today, Kagai still exist in Kyoto, as well as in

[wate, Yamagata, Niigata, Ishikawa. Aichi, Osaka,

Nara, Kagawa, Tokushima, Ehime, Kochi,

Fukuoka, Nagasaki, and Tokyo. In Tekyo, the

Kagai within the 23 special wards (Yoshicho,

Shinbashi, Akasaka, Kagurazaka, Asakusa, and

Mukojima) are collectively referred to as the

in]”n 5 Six [\mrn districts. Each district preserves

and passes on 1ts 1_1r_|._iq ue characteristics and culture.

C(.‘!'['tl"]t‘f[iﬂg [l"ii'ﬂl to future EChC rations.
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Mukqjima, Once a Hidden Retreat

4"._._

From Everyday Life to the Extraordinary

Events to

The Mukojima Bokutei Association

Uniting the Kagai World

The Mukojima Bokurei Association was tormed through the merger
of upscale dining establishments that also serve as waiting rooms,
known as Ryotei, and Okiya, which dispatch geisha to ryotet, as well
as engage in succession planning. In other geisha districts, it is also
referred to as Kenban. The association is actively involved

comprehensive information management for the entire Kagai, as
well as the guidance and cultivation of tradirional cultural arrs such
as traditional Japanese music, shamisen, flute, tatko drum, Tsudumi
drum, singing, dance, Elegant Etriquette, and more. Within the
associarion, there is a dedicated practice space for geisha to hone

their skills. Occasionally, the sounds of geisha practicing, including

musical accompaniment and singing, can be heard as one passes by

the association premises.

Geisha participate In various traditional events: throughout the year in the

Meet Geisha

entertainment districts and also take pare in local events. This offers a precious

opportanity to ¢ncounter geisha not just in tradidonal tea houses bur also in various

locations across the town.

February

/ January

New Year Visits Setsubun

Festivities
In the New Year, geisha dress in formal Geisha participate in a unique
attire and visit various teshouses to event referred to as 'obake,'
offer New Year's greetings. In the where they dress up in
Ozashiki, geisha perform lion dances costumes and visit the Ozashiki.
to celebrate the New Year with the It's & rare chance to see geisha
customers, in unconventional attire, which

isn't typically observed.

July
Sumida River Fireworks Festival

On the day of the fireworks festival, the geisha district's restaurants open
their rooftops and other areas for special banquets. While geisha usually
wear kimonos, on that day they appear in yukata.

March
Bokutei Cherry

Blossom Festival

The festival held at Sumida Park features
a limited-time "Geisha Teahouse® where
geisha serve tes—an exclusive event
offered by the geisha for a brief period.

September
Ushijima-Jinja Shrine
Grand Festival

The grand festival that occurs every five
years sees geisha performing a ceremonial
dance. During the evening neighborhood

procession, you can witness the geisha's
palanguin procession.

October
Sumida Festival

The festival centered around Kinshi
Park features geisha performing
traditional dances. It's a lively event
that attracts many people every year.

November

This is held as a stage to showcase the results of

Mukojima Odori MRS

the geisha's regular practice, It's an opportunity s
to witness dances and musical accompaniments
that are exclusive to the Ozashiki and cannot be
seen elsewhere *the events are held irregularly.
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 Generally, Ouashiki sessions follo
ou enjoy th f(} e
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Conversation

© With the Geisha
While enjoying a Kaiseki-Ryori
(traditional multi-course meal),
guests indulge in drinks and
conversation with the geisha. As
the geisha pour drinks for the guests, it's polite to offer
them drinks as well by saying 'douzo.' Geisha typically do
not eat during the banquet.

,_ Ozashiki-Asobi
P Games
rrﬂ# Enjoy Ozashiki-Asobi with the
: oi| % . geisha. Even if you're unfamiliar
‘ - | "‘q"r- with the games, the geisha will
kindly teach you how to play.

]

Ozashiki-Asobi1 Games

They are games played with geisha to liven up gatherings.

These games often utilize items in the Ozashiki and invelve
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" 1 The session begins once everyone
. participating has gathered,
There's a designated time for the
presence of geisha in the Ozashiki.
: Arriving late. means potentially
reducing the time available to enjoy the company of the
geisha, 5o it's important to be mindful of this.

Ozashiki Odori

O ’[ QDance

Once the dance begins, chatting
and eating are temporarily
paused. Indulge in the songs and
dances performed by the geisha,
tailored to the occasion.

QClnsing

Although it may initially come to
an end, if time feels insufficient,
consider inviting the geisha to a
cooperative establishment. There
might be another Ozashiki
reservation following yours, but if not, it's possible to
extend the duration. (Additional charges will apply)

simple activities that anyone can participate in.

Here are three common games.

This game involves a geisha and a customer sitting facing each
ather with a small rable in between, and a bowl placed atop the
table. To the une of the "Kompira Funefune” song, both parties
alternately place their hands on rop of the sake cup in the middle
and quickly retract them. If your opponent picks up the tool,
you're Reck.” It the tool remains untouched, it's "Paper.” As the
rempo increases, the one who makes a mistake loses.

Tora Tora ©

Tora Tora is a gesture game similar to” Rock-paper-scissors.” This
15 2 game in'which the geisha and the customer dance ro the tune
of the "Tora Tora" song, while a fbiding, screen or something
similar 15 placed between rthe geisha and the customer to obscure
each other's view. At the end of the song, each person makes a
gesture representing cither a tger, Watonai, or an old woman
(Waronai's morther) to compete. [he tger loses to Wartonai,
Watonai loses to the old woman, and the old woman loses to the
[Iger.

Omawarisan

This is a game where there is'a drum placed berween the geisha
and the customer. Both stand ar either side of the drum and. o
the tune of the "Omawarisan Yoivasa® song, play
rock-paper-scissors. The rule is thar the winner serikes the drum
rwice, while the loser spins in place once. Gradually increase the
speed of the song, and the one who makes a mistake loses,




AIIS ered
By Geisha

How can | make a reservation?

A For reservations, you can call
each Ryotei restaurant o

directly. If you have a budget in
mind, the establishment can offer
advice based on that amount. The
Mukojima Bokutei Association also
provides explanations about their
system and more. Feel free to
contact us for further details.

Do you have a lot of questions but aren't sure whom
to ask? We have compiled commeon inquiries received
from customers and shared them with the geisha and
Kenban. Take a look at these asa rffé,rent'; to prepare
for your Ozashiki experience.

| have a food allergy.
Can the dishes be modified?

A Yes, please let us know in
advance if you have any
food allergies. We can also
serve a dietary diversity such

as vegan, halal, vegetarian,
etc., so please contact with us

beforehand.

What kind of attire do
geisha wear in Ozashiki?

AThe standard attire is
Western-style hair with a
kimono. However, for special
occasions like New Year's formal

&
-, wear or yukata during fireworks

festivals, the attire varies based on
the season or event. Please
consult when making reservations.

What is Goshugi?

A "Goshugi" is similar to
what is known as a tip in
foreign countries. It's a gratuity
given by customers to express
appreciation to the geisha. It can
be handed directly to the geisha
or given collectively to the
female proprietor.

Do you have chairs available

in the tatami room?

-
-

™

What should | talk about
with the geisha?
| get nervous and |I'm not sure
what to talk about.

A Depending on the facility,
we can provide chairs or a
Japanese style with sunken
kotatsu tables (*Kotatsu tables
with space to extend your legs).

If you prefer a specific setup,
please inquire in advance.

A You can talk about anything.

You can ask questions like:
Why did you become a geisha? What
do you usually do? Even casual
questions like these or discussions
about your work are fine. Enjoy a fun
conversation together.

I'm concerned
about the price.
How much does it cost?

A The fees vary depending on the
menu and the number of people,

so please contact us in advance. The
charges include food and beverage
costs, geisha performance fees, and
"Hanadai," which is the gratuity paid
to the Geisha. Understanding these
cultural practices enhances the
enjoyment of the Ozashiki experience.

mﬁeﬂ ewitfoynpy [N




2 St > s 2 Comprised of various individuals, Mukojima Kagai is a vibrant community.
S UStalnerS Of MukOJ lma Kagal D IStr-lCt We had the opportunity to speak with those working tirelessly to preserve

the Kagal, not just the geisha but individuals striving to protect and pass it

on to the next generation.

Through these interviews, the passionate commitment of those who cherish

7 VMukojima Kaeai 1§ apparent.
& «' W, Miikoj gal is apy

Han_g]rnku Kosuzu

Learning Japanese traditional
dance since 1 was young was
the starting point that led me
to aspire o become a geisha,

Upon hearing that there were Chomeiji Sakuramochi Yamamotoya

President YAMAMOTO Yukio _ !

many geisha of my age In
Mukojima, [ decided to come

here. Now, D'mi diligently
pracricing every "-']-‘1}"1 aiming to f Creisha and Artisans; ryoter, and customers visiting the
become like the senior geisha

as seon ag possible,

entertainment district often purchase our items as
souvenirs. There has been a long-sranding connecrion Sialon de Kei
between our store, which has been running for 11

r-‘q generations, and Mukojima Kagai. Beth the store and OGATA Hideko
il l;%\: = the Kagai were born in this area, Ei.mi W OWant to
'-:_ B ' - protect and preserve the culrure thar has been passed Not knowing there was an entertainment districr, |
. tﬁ .’i J down through the generations. opened this shop in Mukojima. Geisha and rthe
..ih'-x. .-_r f managers of traditional Japanese restauranes come here
¥

to have their hair styled. 1 hepe o continue running
this shop with my daughter in the future.

Ryotei Sakurajaya
Executive Chef SOENO Koji:

Kyo Kemamono Manekiya

TOKAIE Kyoko

I believe it's crucial to meer the customery
Qur shop deals with Kyoto zoods. (Geisha from
Mukojima, a5 well as geisha from scross the country,

requests in the realm of cuisine. However,
being in the entertainment diserict, 1 find
visit to make purchases. With many original store
products available, we also accept custom orders: In

it most delightful when customers enjoy
engaging in conversation with the geisha

the furure, 1 aim o continue urafring a shop
specialized for geisha.

while savoring the food. If they leave
thinking the conversation was enjoyable,
and the food was delicious, that brings me
the greatest joy.

= . :
\\‘J Okiya Hatsuwake Kikuyoshi
\__//

Mother Hiro Geisha Manten
o

I inherited the rele of "Okiya Mother' frem the During my stadent davs, my homestay experience
"mother” of the previous gencration, | have a became the caralyst for me to choose this profession of
strong desire te nurture young geisha to connect geisha, which is unique to Japanese woemen. [ believe
and uphold the Mukojima Kagai cradition, 1 Mukeojima offers a broad entrance, with the Kamiome
believe that Mukojima's geisha have a lot of training System in place, providing an environment
spiritand viealivy. lr would make me happy if the that is ¢asy to enter and continue in. Personally, 1
younger generation became interesred in geisha. definitely want to live my whole life as a geisha.




