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Ikada-Kudari Log Rafting won the Jury’s special prize for Japan Toursim Award 2024.
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Timber rafting is a method of transporting felled tree trunks by tying them together
and guiding them downriver. This method has been practiced for about 600 years in
Kitayama village, which has a thriving forest industry, but in the present day, this
method has been substituted with trucks, so the culture of timber rafting died, not only
in Kitayama but all over Japan. However, the rafters in Kitayama village, whose skills
are legendary thanks to their years of experience guiding timber rafts through the
steep Kitayama valley, are determined to keep this traditional skill alive. Even though
the forest industry itself is dwindling in underpopulated areas, they have turned their
rafting skills into a tourism resource as a new industry for the village. In 1979, river log
rafting was launched as a tourist activity and since then, the village has been hiring
and training rafters. It is the only place in the country where one can see the
traditional skills of a rafter and their efforts have contributed to the development of the
tourism industry in the surrounding regions.




