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The Takachihogo-Shiibayama site is a steep, mountainous region enclosed by mountains ranging from 1,000-1,700 meters in elevation.

Over 90% of the site is covered in forest that is mostly on sloped land, and despite these harsh conditions, people have been carrying out

a composite system of agricultural forestry to sustain their lifestyles while striking a balance between conservation and the effective

utilization of the forest.

The workings of this system have fostered the conservation of rare plants and animals that inhabit the forest and farms, beautiful

landscapes that include sloping mountains covered in rice terraces, as well as traditional culture such as the religious performance known —
as kagura, which brings the mythology and folklore of ancient Japan into modern times. s e -
This composite system of agricultural forestry has been evaluated as a glo@ally impogtant traditional system and was certified as a

Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Site (GIAHS) in December 2015.
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Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems are systems that are certified by g
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) as unique -
forms of agriculture, forestry, and fishing that have been passed down over __ e ) - -
countless tions while adapting to society and the envi tas wellas sites = ‘;ﬁ —

generations while adapting to society an € environment as well as sites AT ; - o
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fishing, which have integrated mutually related culture, landscapes, seascapes, and Sado City in-Niigata Prefecture
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and fishing (agricultural, forestry, and fishery systems). Applicant sites are Noto Peninsule'in Iigliva Prefécture
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Osaki region
in Miyagi Prefecture

evaluated and certified based on the site’ s global importance, features (five
certification criteria established by the FAO), and conservation plans. =y o = .
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‘The upper and middle basin. -
of the Nagara River in Gifu Prefecture
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Shizuoka Wasabi Cultivating
Region in Shizuoka Prefecture
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GIAHS: Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems B A |
FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization Takachihogo-Shiibayama region in Miyazaki Prefecture
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Kakegawa and surrounding region
in Shizuoka Prefecture
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Minabe-Tanabe region in Wakayama Prefecture
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Kunisaki Peninsula Usa area in Oita Prefecture
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Takachiho Town is a place that retains numerous myths and
spots related to mythology. Traditional kagura
performances, a religious ritual carried out to pray for peace
in the region, resides within each village in this town. Once

a year, the region is united though this divine dance that is
performed to give thanks for the harvest.
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With its active forestry industry, Morotsuka is the first whole
village in Japan to be certified by the FSC®, a global
organization that certifies properly managed forests.Forestry
and agriculture are combined to develop a composite system
of agricultural forestry that sustains livelihoods, resulting in

the formation of a “mosaic forest” that has conifers and
broadleaf trees spread out in a patchwork pattern.
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With its endless scenic beauty that weaves a tapestry of deep
woods and clear streams, Hinokage Town has been
designated as a forest therapy base to connect the healing
effects of forests to the creation healthy minds and bodies.
Additionally, the folk-culture of the farming villages,
including wara-zaiku (straw-working) and take-zaiku

(bamboo-working), as well as faming-village kabuki
performances have been strongly retained.
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Shiiba Village is one of the Three Great Unexplored Regions
of Japan, in an area with endlessly overlapping mountains.
Since around 1950, this village has been the only place in
Japan where the traditional Japanese agricultural practice of
shifting cultivation has been carried out. This cyclical

agricultural method exists harmoniously with nature and is
also an expression the local'people’s reverence for nature.
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At an elevation of approximately 600 meters above sea level,
Gokase Town is suitable for tea hatvesting due to'the area’ s
large temperature differences between day and night as well
as other features, and the town has long been producing tea
through the kamairi (pan—frying) technique. To this day,
kamairicha is being produced as a traditional processed
agricultural product, making Gokase a rare area of
production withinJapan.
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GIAHS Takachihogo-Shiibayama Site Revitalization Council
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https://takachihogo-shiibayama-giahs.com/
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